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The monthly report published by Register NU & Class NU is to provide all our customers
with updated maritime news aim to create awareness of the new happenings and
implementation of new regulation from time to time.
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PART I- FLAG STATE NEWS

NAIROBI INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE REMOVAL
OF WRECKS, 2007

Background: The Nairobi International Convention on the Removal of Wrecks
will enter into force on 14 April 2015. This convention applies to all vessels
over 300gt and places financial responsibility for the removal of certain
hazardous wrecks on ship owners, making insurance, or some other form of
financial security compulsory.
The Convention will fill a gap in the existing international legal framework by
providing the first set of uniform international rules aimed at ensuring the
prompt and effective removal of wrecks located beyond a country’s territorial
sea. The Convention also contains a clause that enables States Parties to ‘opt
in’ to apply certain provisions to the territory, including their territorial sea.
The Convention will provide a sound legal basis for States to remove, or have
removed, shipwrecks that may have the potential to affect adversely the safety
of lives, goods and property at sea, as well as the marine and coastal
environment. It will make ship owners financially liable and require them to take
out insurance or provide other financial security to cover the costs to wreck

removal. It will also provide States with a right of direction action against
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insurers.

Important articles in the Convention cover:

Reporting and locating ships and wrecks — covering the reporting of
casualties to the nearest coastal State; warnings to marines and coastal
States about the wreck; and action by the coastal State to locate the ship
or wreck.

Criteria for determining the hazard posed by wrecks, including depth of
water above the wreck, proximity of shipping routes, traffic density and
frequency, type of traffic and vulnerability of port facilities.
Environmental criteria such as damage likely to result from the release
into the marine environment of cargo or oil are also included;

Measures to facilitate the removal of wrecks, including rights and
obligations to remove hazardous ships and wrecks — which sets out
when the ship owner is responsible for removing the wreck and when a
State may intervene.

Liability of the owner for the costs of locating, marking and removing
ships and wrecks — the registered ship owner is required to maintain
compulsory insurance or other financial security to cover liability under

the convention; and settlement of disputes.

The Government of Belize is actively considering the Ratification of the Nairobi
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International Convention on the Removal of Wrecks, 2007. Unfortunately due

to unforeseen circumstances, the full process of ratification is not expected to
be completed by the 14th April 2015 which is the date the convention enters
into full force.

IMMARBE has received requests from other Flag States which are party to the
Convention and are willing to issue such certification on our behalf in order not
to disrupt the operations of our vessels following the entry into force of the said
Convention. We are pleased to inform you that Belize has entered into an
agreement with Maritime Cook Islands to issue the certificates during the
interim period.

Kindly note the following instructions.

MARITIME COOKS ISLANDS (contact details

Efthimios Liberopoulos, Rear Admiral HCG (ret)

Deputy Registrar- Cook Islands ; Email: pr@liberoservices.org

94 Notara Street, 18535 Piraeus/ 210 Laskaridou Str, 17675 Athens, Greece ,
Tel: +30 2104100535 - 536, Mob:+30 6932324026, AOH : +30 2109561103

Email:  pr@liberoservices.org, = Skype: liberoservices, Web  site:

www.liberoservices.org
Application: The process is simple and upon receipt of the requisite

information and relative payment, requested certificates will be processed
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within 24 hours. The applicant sends an email to the above mentioned DR at

their Piraeus Office at pr@liberoservices.org with the following documentation

as listed below:
*Copy of vessel’s valid Certificate of Registry
eCopy of Nairobi Convention Blue Card addressed to : Maritime Cook
Islands, P.O. Box 882. Rarotonga, Cook Islands
eProof of Payment (copy of swift or other proof of payment is required)
Or Through the Cook Islands dedicated link to Belize at :

https://secure.maritimecookislands.com/wreck/application.php?dr=CIDR-59

Alternatively, the required documents may be sent for better coordination of the
Belize fleet to our Deputy Registrar for Belize in Piraeus, Greece —Mr. Vasilios

Dimopoulos at email: mac-gr@otenet.gr

MMSI
Effective immediately Marine Radio Systems Ltd., is no longer authorized to
assign MMSI numbers to Belize registered vessels. All such requests shall
be processed directly with the International Merchant Marine Registry of
Belize (IMMARBE) through its Registration Department by applying to the

following email address: regofficer@immarbe.com; Attn: Mr. Noel Flores

This has become necessary in an effort to simplify the process without
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outsourcing the service. In this way, the MMSI will be assigned

automatically upon registration of a vessel together with the assignment of
its official registration number and call letters. Costs involved will be
invoiced as part of the overall costs of the registration fees thereby avoiding

additional bank charges.

APPLICABILITY

All vessels not exempted from carrying radio electronic equipment for
identification are required to obtain an MMSI number including fishing,
private yachts and small crafts such as tugs. Unmanned vessels or

vessels operating in inland waterways need not apply.

Requirements:

Assignment of a call letter
Assignment of an official Belize Number

Appointment of an authorized RAA

PART II—CLASS NEWS
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